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Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 10, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claims recite a 
method has an open-ended result. It produces a result only open satisfying a 
condition. It does not mention other condition. It means it does not produce anything 
when the condition is not satisfied. Thus, the claimed method does not pass muster 
and is nonstatutory. For instances, "displaying an annotation icon proximate a row if 
the bit corresponding to the row is set" in claim 10 and "generating one or more indicia 
maps indicating which, if any, objects in the view have the identified corresponding 
annotations" in claim 14 both recite an open result. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 2, 5 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding Claim 2, "a specified group" is vague because it is not defined. 

Regarding Claim 4, "first bit" and "second bit" are vague because they are not 
defined. 

Regarding Claim 14, "in a common row" is not taught in specification. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claim 1-3, 5-9, 14-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Matter (US 2004/0163050). 

Regarding Claim 1 , Matter discloses a method for indicating objects in a view of 
data having corresponding annotations, comprising: 

querying (a search query) (paragraphs 0104, 0105) an annotation store 
to identify annotations corresponding to objects in the view (paragraphs 
0057, 0060, 0061 , 0063, 0064); 

generating one or more indicia maps (tables) indicating objects in the 
view having the identified corresponding annotations (fig. 3B, paragraph 
0064); and 

v - providing an indication of those objects in the view having the identified 
corresponding annotations (cell linked to and displayed annotations) 
(paragraphs 0060-0064, 0165, 0166, 0171, 0172, fig. 3b), based on the 
one or more indicia maps (tables). 
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Regarding Claim 2, Matter discloses that generating one or more indicia maps 
indicating objects in the view having corresponding annotations comprises generating at 
least one indicia map indicating the existence of annotations for a specified group of 
data objects (columns) (fig. 1D). 

Regarding Claim 3, Matter discloses that the view of data comprises a portion of 
a text document (paragraphs 0042, 0057, 0172 for text documents and 0043, 0063, 
064, 0087, 0089, 0092, 0095, 0096, 0099, 0101-0105 for text field). 

Regarding Claim 5, Matter discloses that generating one or more indicia 'maps 
indicating objects in the view having the identified corresponding annotations 
comprises: 

setting a first bit (interpreted as the data in cell A1 ) in an indicia map 
(table) to indicate a first data object has a corresponding annotation (figs. 
1A-1E, 3A, 3B);and 

setting a second one or more bits (interpreted as the data in cells B1 , C1 , 
etc) in the indicia map (table) to indicate one or more sub-objects related 
to the first data object each having corresponding annotations (figs. 1 A- 
1E, 3A, 3B). 

Regarding Claim 6, Matter discloses a method for indicating annotated objects in 
a relational view of data having rows of individual cells, comprising: 

querying (a search query) (paragraphs 0104, 0105) an annotation store 
to identify annotations corresponding to objects in the view (paragraphs 
0057, 0060, 0061, 0063, 0064); 
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generating one or more indicia maps (tables) indicating objects in the 
view having the identified corresponding annotations wherein the one or 
more indicia maps each comprise a single bit (interpreted as the data in 
cell A1 ) corresponding to a row and one or more bits (interpreted as the 
data in cells B1, C1, etc) corresponding to individual cells in the row (figs. 
1A-1E, 3A, 3B, paragraph 0060-0065) and 

providing an indication of those objects in the view having the identified 
corresponding annotations (cell linked to and displayed annotations) 
(paragraphs 0060-0064, 0165, 0166, 0171 , 0172, fig. 3b), based on the 
one or more indicia maps (tables). 
Regarding Claim 7, Matter discloses that querying the annotation store to identify 
annotations corresponding to objects in the view comprises generating and executing a 
query specifying a data source and one or more primary keys (row numbers in the 
tables shown in figs. 1 A-1 E) identifying objects in the view. 

Regarding Claim 8, Matter discloses that retrieving the primary keys comprises: 
receiving a query for generating the view (paragraphs 101 , 104, 105, 
126, 161), wherein a specified result set of the query does not include 
primary key data (fig. 1D); and 

modifying the query to include primary key data in the result set (more 
rows shown in figs. 1A-1E, 5). 
Regarding Claim 9, Matter discloses that at least one of the indicia maps (tables) 
comprises one or more bits indicating the existence of annotations (cell linked to and 
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displayed annotations) (paragraphs 0060-0064, 0165, 0166, 0171, 0172, fig. 3b), 
corresponding to a specified group of cells. 

Regarding Claim 14, Matter discloses that generating one or more indicia maps 
indicating which, if any, objects in the view have the identified corresponding 
annotations comprises: generating a temporary table (provision table) (paragraph 0064) 
having entries with a single bit set (interpreted as the data in cell A1 ) to indicate an 
annotated row or annotated individual cells (figs. 1A-1E, 3A, 3B, 5); and combining 
individual entries corresponding to a common row to generate an indicia map for the 
common row (figs. 1 D, 3A, 5). 

Regarding Claim 15, Matter discloses a computer-readable medium containing a 
program for indicating objects in a view of data that have annotations which, when 
executed by a processor, performs operations comprising: 

querying (a search query) (paragraphs 0104, 0105) an annotation store 
to identify annotations corresponding to objects in the view (paragraphs 
0057, 0060, 0061 , 0063, 0064); 

generating one or more indicia maps (tables) indicating objects in the 
view having the identified corresponding annotations (paragraphs 0057, 
0060, 0061, 0063, 0064, figs. 1A-1E, 3A, 3B, 5); and 
providing an indication of those objects in the view having the identified 
corresponding annotations (paragraphs 0057, 0060, 0061, 0063, 0064, 
figs. 1A-1E, 3A, 3B, 5), based on the one or more indicia maps (tables). 
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Regarding Claim 16, discloses that querying the annotation store (paragraphs 
0057, 0060, 0061, 0063, 0064) comprises querying (query) (paragraphs 0104, 0105) a 
data source separate from a data source containing the corresponding objects in the 
view. 

Regarding Claim 17, Matter discloses that the view of data comprises a portion of 
a text document, (paragraphs 0042, 0057, 0172 for text documents and 0043, 0063, 
064, 0087, 0089, 0092, 0095, 0096, 0099, 0101-0105 for text field). 

Regarding Claim 18, Matter discloses that the view of data comprises a relational 
view of data having rows of individual cells (in tables); and each indicia map (table) 
comprises a single bit (interpreted as the data in cell A1) corresponding to a row and 
one or more bits (interpreted as the data in cells B1 , C1, etc) corresponding to individual 
cells in the row. (figs. 1 A-1 E, 3A, 3B, paragraph 0060-0065). 

Regarding Claim 19, Matter discloses that querying the annotation store to 
identify annotations (paragraphs 0057, 0060, 0061 , 0063, 0064) corresponding to 
objects in the view comprises generating and executing a query (a search query) 
(paragraphs 0104, 0105) specifying a data source and one or more primary keys 
identifying rows in the view (more rows shown in figs. 1 A-1 E, 5). 

Regarding Claim 20, Matter discloses a system for indicating objects in a view of 
data having corresponding annotations, comprising: 

an annotation database for storing annotation records containing 
annotations (paragraphs 0057, 0060, 0061 , 0063, 0064); and 
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an executable component configured to query (a search query) 
(paragraphs 0104, 0105) the annotation database to identify annotations 
(paragraphs 0057, 0060, 0061, 0063, 0064) corresponding to objects in 
the view, generate one or more indicia maps (tables) indicating objects in 
the view having corresponding annotations, and provide an indication of 
those objects in the view having the identified corresponding annotations 
(paragraphs 0057, 0060, 0061 , 0063, 0064), based on the one or more 
indicia maps (tables). 
Regarding Claim 21 , Matter discloses that the view of data comprises a relational 
view of data having rows of individual cells (in tables); and each indicia map (table) 
comprises a single bit (interpreted as the data in cell A1 ) corresponding to a row and 
one or more bits (interpreted as the data in cells B1, C1, etc) corresponding to individual 
cells in the row (figs. 1A-1E, 3A, 3B, paragraph 0060-0065). 

Regarding Claim 22, Matter discloses the executable component is configured to 
query the annotation database to identify annotations corresponding to objects in the 
view by generating and executing a query (paragraphs 101, 104, 105, 126, 161) 
specifying a data source and one or more primary keys identifying objects in the view 
(figs. 1A-1E, 5). 

Regarding Claim 23, Matter discloses that the executable component is further 
configured to obtain the one or more primary keys (row numbers) by modifying a query 
designed to generate the view of data (adding more rows shown in figs. 1A-1E, 5). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4, 10, 12, 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Matter (US 2004/0163050) in view of Wang et al. (7,065,705). 

Regarding Claim 4, Matter essentially discloses the claimed invention but does 
not explicitly disclose displaying one or more annotation icons proximate one or more 
objects. However, Wang discloses display a number of annotation icons to facilitate 
determination of label parameters for labels to be associate with the objects (Col. 2, 
lines 20-45). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide 
annotation icons in Matter in order to facilitate the determination and selection as taught 
by Wang. Further, providing an indicator such as icons, marker, or any pictorial image 
for indicating an data object has been commonly found in any software product which 
does not render novelty or unexpected results. 

Regarding Claim 10, Matter discloses that displaying the bit corresponding to the 
row is set (See figs. 1 A-1 E, 3). Matter essentially discloses the claimed invention but 
does not explicitly disclose displaying one or more annotation icons proximate one or 
more objects. However, Wang discloses display a number of annotation icons to 
facilitate determination of label parameters for labels to be associate with the objects 
(Col. 2, lines 20-45). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
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provide annotation icons in Matter in order to facilitate the determination and selection 
as taught by Wang. Further, providing an indicator such as icons, marker, or any 
pictorial image for indicating an data object is common in any software product which 
does not render novelty or unexpected results. 

Regarding Claim 12, Matter discloses the method further comprising, in response 
to a user selecting an annotation icon (graphical user interface shown in figs. 3, 3A, 3B, 
6A1), displaying a corresponding annotation (paragraphs 0060-0064). 

Regarding Claim 13, Matter discloses the method further comprising retrieving 
the corresponding annotation (paragraphs 0060-0064), in response to the user selecting 
the annotation icon (graphical user interface shown in figs. 3, 3A, 3B, 6A1). 

Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Matter 
(US 2004/01 63050) in view of Hughes (6,275,223). 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , Matter discloses the method further comprising: retrieving 
partial annotation information related to annotated objects (figs. 1A-1E, paragraph 
0064). 

As discussed above, Matter essentially discloses the claimed invention but does 
not explicitly disclose displaying partial annotation information in response to a user 
placing a mouse cursor over an annotation icon. However, Hughes discloses that 
moving the cursor to an annotation icon and view the annotations (Col. 15, lines 8-19). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use this technique in 
Matter to order to facilitate the review on the annotations as taught by Hughes. Further, 
this technique has been commonly found in any software product (e.g. windows) which 
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does not render any novelty or unexpected results. Adding this feature in Matter does 
not change the scope of his invention. 

Remarks 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-23 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Merrit et al. (6,041 ,335) discloses that an annotation type can be 
associated with a icon to facilitate selection. Pizano et al. (5,991 ,365) discloses icons 
indicating the annotation. 

Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Wilson Lee whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1824. 

Papers related to the application may be submitted by facsimile transmission. 
Any transmission not to be considered an official response must be clearly marked 
"DRAFT". The official fax number is (571 ) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
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have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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